CSAM @ SMCA

July 2nd, 2025

Maggi Chi

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health
Parliament Hill, Ottawa, ON K1A 0C5

Sent via email: maggi.chi@parl.gc.ca

Dear Ms. Chi,

On behalf of the Canadian Society of Addiction Medicine (CSAM-SMCA), | am writing to
congratulate you on your appointment as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health and
election to Parliament. We wish you well in your new role.

By way of introduction, CSAM-SCMA is a national organization of Canadian healthcare
professionals, including some members with lived and living experience of addiction. We are
composed of physicians, scientists, and allied health professionals, and are committed to
advancing the understanding and treatment of substance-related and behavioural addiction. Of
note, Canadian practitioners and institutions receive a great amount of respect worldwide for our
often innovative and progressive treatment of addiction.

The current addiction crisis in Canada carries an immense cost to Canadian society through
premature death, disease, loss of work, and impact on mental, physical, and family health.
Substance Use Disorder (SUD) is a pediatric onset illness, with up to 90% of the cases developing
during adolescence and early adult years. About 50% of the risk is genetic. Most young people with
SUD have other mental health symptoms. Those who initiate use before 15 years of age are six
times more likely to go on to develop a SUD compared to those who initiate use over 21.

Addiction is a treatable chronic health condition with outcomes comparable to other commonly
treated chronic diseases managed in health settings. Our organization hopes to engage with your
office in a constructive dialogue to reduce the impact of substance-related and behavioural
addiction on Canadians. As such, we respectively request an introductory meeting with you.
Addiction is, and should be treated as a health issue. Among our key policy priorities:

e We urge your government to work to ensure equitable access to care across Canada,
employing evidence-based interventions across the four pillars of prevention, harm
reduction, treatment, and enforcement.

e (Canada’s single-event sports gambling landscape is a growing public health threat. CSAM-
SMCA previously supported Bill S-269, An Act respecting a national framework on
advertising for sports betting, as a first step toward effective regulation. We encourage the
passing of similar legislation in this mandate.
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e CSAM-SMCA also strongly supported the passing of Bill C-64 on pharmacare. Ensuring that
individuals living with SUD can obtain effective first-line medications without financial

barriers is crucial, as is the need to provide coverage and accessibility to evidence-based
treatments for mental health and addiction.

Thank you for your consideration of our request for a meeting. Our consultant, Christopher
Holcroft, will follow up soon with your staff regarding a meeting. In the interim, if you have any
guestions, please do not hesitate to contact me via the coordinates below. Again, please accept
CSAM-SMCA'’s sincere congratulations and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Erin Knight, MD CCFP(AM) CCSAM
President, Canadian Society of Addiction Medicine
erin.knight@csam-smca.org
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